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Learning Objectives Outline

« Identify influences behind the creation and evolution of the = Overview of the farm bill
farm bill throughout US history. » Structure

+ Explain the impacts of the current state of the US + History and updates
agricultural system on societal, economic, environmental, « Far-reaching effects
and health factors.

+ Implement strategies in daily practice that advocate for and * Recent issues affecting the 2024 farm bill
support food and farming systems that promote better
health. « Recommendations for positive change

How Farm Bills Are Passed and Funded Adding Programs to New Farm Bills

+ Smaller bill that is introduced leading up to farm bill

DRAFTS. AMENDS, ANDVOTES ON reauthorization
TS WM VERSION OF THE BILL 2 . . .
Marker Blll * Introduced to raise awareness, show interest, and build
momentum around an issue and its solution

GACH FULL CHAMBER 'THE H * Intended to be incorporated into omnibus legislation, not to
Tes,

"FLOOR) DEBATES, AMENDS, AND .
VOTES ONTHE B PROM T - - be passed as standalone bill
LCTIVE COMMITTEE

MARKER BILL TRACKER




How The Farm Bill Spends a Dollar

Farm Bill Titles

I. Commodities

1. Conservation

Ill. Trade

IV. Nutrition

V. Credit

V1. Rural Develepment
Vil Research

WIII. Forestry

IX. Energy

X Horticutture

X1 Crop Insurance

XII. Miscellaneous

Projected

Spending

Under the
2018 Farm Bill °

Top Four Titles, cont

'
Crop Insurance
on CORN

XI. Crop insurance as a shared
risk management tool

« Federal Crop Insurance
Program

Stacked Income Protection
Plan (STAX)

Supplemental Coverage
Option (SCO)

Whole Farm Revenue
Protection
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Spending by Major Farm Bill Programs
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Top Four Titles

IV. Nutrition assistance for low-
income households

Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP)

The Emergency Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP)

Senior Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Program (SFMNP)

Gus Schumacher Nutrition
Incentive Program (GusNIP)

Etc.

Top Four Titles, cont.

I. Commodity programs that
cover low prices or revenues for
commodities

Price Loss Coverage (PLC)

Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC)

Marketing Assistance Loan
Program

Dairy Margin Coverage v
Noninsured Crop Disaster

Assistance Program
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Remaining Titles (<1%)
Top Four Titles, cont.

lll. Trade — support export programs and international food aid
1l. Conservation programs for V. Credit—loans for farmers and ranchers

working lands, land retirement, S VI. Rural Development — supports rural business/community development
easements, partnerships and grants, Benefits of Cover Crops

and conservation compliance

VII. Research — supports research and extension
+ Environmental Quality Incentives VIII. Forestry — supports forestry management

Program (EQIP) I~ : IX. Energy — supports on-farm sustainable energy production
Conservation Stewardship Program YN Eaudaila X. Horticulture — grants for specialty crops and organic agriculture

(CSP) Xll. Miscellaneous — livestock, poultry, disadvantaged farmers, etc.
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program (ACEP)

Etc.

Graphic used with permission. Environmental and Energy Study Institute. Benefits of Cover Crops, by Emilie Austin.

History of Farm Bills What Changed in the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 20187

Estimated cost of S867 nillion over 10 years

Part of The Food and Agriculture and

lture Act
New Deal o Food Act (1381)

Legalization of hemp production

Agricultural Permanent Food Deficlency Payments iermag-snt F\;n;;mtg O%portumtie&z?ning and Outreach (FOTO) and Local
el Stamps; Omnibus | & Conservation Title griculture Marketing Program: )
ik Small improvements to Whole Farm Revenue Protection Program

Increased funding for SNAP employment and training

. Faod, Agriculiure, Agriculture e . N .
Agn:ut‘t;;aé Actof Aqn:ut]ﬂ;%kl of Canservation, anc e e At Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive Program permanently funded [with new

Trade Act (1990) of 2018 nutrition prescriptions) and renamed GusNIP

Increased funding for organic research and cost-sharing but reduced chemical
restrictions

Food and Nutrition Incentives &
Agricultural Act

Agricuttural Actof it
1848 fre Payments Beginning Farmers

Redesigned Dairy Margin Coverage Program

Expanded definition of family members eligible to receive commodity payments

- . Fam Seaurty and = IS NTN=R =]
Agricultural Act of e —
e 19;3 ° Rural [nvestment R s t While some positive changes were macle, the 2018 farm bill was largely considered a
it equirements | “status quo bill.”

“Get Big or Get Out” Young Farmer Deficit

Share of Beginning Farmers* by County

i Ba of Fewer Mid-Sized Family Farms, More Mega-Farms Average

Farms Farm Sizel
(Millions) (Acres)
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Most Subsidies Go to Wealthiest Farms Federal Agricultural Investments Reflect and
The argest family farms in the U.S. with the greatest farm household wealth, represert just-under 3%of all Deepen Structural |nequalities

farms et receive mare than 13 of all commodity subsidies and almost that of the insurance indempi

mShare of All Fams ® Share of Commadity Payments m Share of Crop Insurance Indemnities i :
o ® Black Farmers Receive Indigenous Farmers White Farmers Own >95% of

as% 4% About Half as Much in Receive About Half as US Farmland
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LARGE PAMILY FARMS

Adapted, with permission, from slide prepared by Farm Sanctuary. Updated based on data from 2022 US Census of Agriculture.

U.S. Planted Acreage Dominated by Only 10% of US Corn Production
Corn and Soy Used for Food
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sogum 0 ATt CORN USAGE BY SEGMENT
3% < 2022 - 2023

Alfafa
“ FEED & RESIDUAL
5275 miloo iy 171 §%) Uﬂw:‘zmm
Note: This chart
presents the top 10
commaodity crops

grown in the US.

Beywnage & imuatr s
> Winmnbter FsI

.
v Aimibons |® St
s A i |© St [—

Growing Agricultural Trade Deficit Creates a
Cornification of America Vulnerable Food Supply
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Conservation Spending Deprioritizes Most Whom Does the Farm Bill Exclude?
Effective Outcomes for Soil & Climate

Environmental The farm bill has excluded human and non-
Quality Conservation Conservation . .
human beings alike:

Incentives Reserve  Stewardship
Program Pragram Program

Conservation programs Farm and food chain workers' well-being
estimated to yield higher return » . !
has been largely excluded through major [1[]

on investment received less
funding after passage of the farm system legislation over the last
century.

a(2016-2019)

2018 farm bill...

And this trend has continued
with USDA's expansion of . .
climate-smart agriculture and - The only law that codifies farmed animals' [
forestry activities funded by the g entitlements, the Humane Slaughter Act,

Inflation Reduction Act. 4

nitation Reduction Ac ; oo B 950 3 excludes more than 95% of farmed

animals.

US Dietary Guidelines
Don’t Align with Subsidies

Fruits and
Nutsand Seeds

Parcant o Pomstion

H
!
5
1
:

Nonfood/Industrial
10%

Growing Interest in Addressing Food Waste . . .
Climate Change and Agricultural Resilience

Changing America [

estiny. Shared Responsibility.

Respect  Sustainability  Resilience  Enrichment Well-Being  Opinion  Video  WhoWeAre

Food waste has increased
dramatically, despite hunger




Recent Issues Affecting
the 2024 Farm Bill

Ine faod insecurityshortages during the pandemic and ina
benefits thiough Thiifty Food Plan revisions led to increased spend

! Draught, war in Ukraine, sxport restrictions, high energy o
Food pricas & shortages other factors increased commaodity pri

IRA &nd ather bills have provided billions of dollars to fund programs to
address climate changs continusd imy of droughtsifloods; various bills
promating resiliencyimitigation (=.g. Fam System Reform Act)

Shortages thoughot food supply chain poor conditions in
meatpacking plants leading to thousands o carly in pandemic

Disrupted supply chains and unpredictability during pandsrmic,
T increased demand for meat an and reliance an
technology, more direct-to- =r outlets for small farmers

) ) Following year of record payouts, GAO recommended reducing insurance
Crop insurance spending subsidies for private insurers and largest farms; increasing insurance options
for specialty and organic crops; FCIP incorporates more conservation practices

Stimulus funding directed toward agriculture primarily benefitted big

Stimulus funding
agribusinesses, rather than small and/or sustainable farmers

Stark partisan divide in Congress and upcoming elections may impede

2024 elections ability to reach agreement and finalize new bill by its expiration date in
September 2024

Ideas for Prioritizing Nutrition
Through SNAP

Align SNAP and Medicaid

Focus SNAP-Ed on basic cooking
skills
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SNAP Participation and Spending

Percent of residents receiving
SR Banafics, Y:2021 SNAP average participation and inflation-

810 miorr adjusted spending, FYs 2004-2022

SNAP average participation and inflation-  USDA
adjusted spending, fiscal years 2004-22

Partcpants (milions]

Great Recession
“u Pandemic recession.

o o
2000 2006 2005 200 202 204 2006 2058 2020 2022
Fiscal year

T ~—Participation rate (left axis) ~ Spending (right axis)

Emergency allotments and other disaster supplements
BOther SNAP spending
WTotal

Connect recipients to food !ég' The Health Care Blo
hubs/food-sharing networks

Improvelexpand new nutrition PR— e
prescription program Six Health-Focused Fixes for SNAP

Improve collection and sharing of |* o
purchase data and analyses ORI BADARACS

Impose restrictions? Incentives
andlfor disincentives?

Separate SNAP from the farm
bllF?

Improve nutrition outsice of SNAP
to serve these individuals before
and after they participate

Positive Impacts You Can Make As Experts
in Local Food Systems & Advocacy

Publish research to build evidence base for valuable programs and other
articles to share important ideas

Stay up to date on information about the bill and current subsidies by
Learn reading CRS reports, NSAC updates, EWG subsidy databases, and
Farm Action reports

. Submit written or oral testimony at hearings for mission-aligned bills in
TeStIfy your city and/or state

Advocate for policies at local, state, and national levels that support
Advocate small, sustainable farmers and access to healthy food. Contact your
legislators and submit federal comments

Spend your own dollars at markets and farms that invest in local
economies and keep small family farms in business

Spend

Support young people entering farming by sharing pertinent
opportunities, connecting them with mentors, etc.

Support

Partner Partner with local food hubs, producers, etc., to prioritize institutional
procurement that keeps dollars local and supplies the freshest foods

35
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Necessary Changes To The Farm Bill

=
@

Real Income Real Increased Whole  Long-term Vision
Limits For Conservation Farm Revenue For
Subsidy Compliance Insurance And  Improvements n
Recipients Requirements Support For Agriculiural
For Subsidy Diversified Farms Production
Recipients

Alignment Prioritization Of And More.
Between Dietary  Good Mutrition In
Guidelines For SNAP Program
Americans And
Crop Subsidies

Recommendations to Your Audiences

Pass along information from EWG, NSAC, The Farm Bill: A
Citizen’s Guicle, etc., to inform interested audiences

Offer recommendations about yours and other local farms,
CSAs, farmers markets, etc., to colleagues and the public

Educate about environmental and nutritional benefits of

fresh, local, wholesome foods (or collaborate with experts
to provide this education!)

Educate how to cook with wholesome foods—even frozen
or canned, if those are all people can access

Connect with farm bill resources/programs to support your
own work (as appropriate)




Food Can Advance Shared Priorities

Vibrant Rural &
@ Health ’ Sustainability /) Urban Economies

Inthe U.S. diet-related Of global GHG emissions
4] deeserenaminetop 33%  come fromfood systems. InUS-foogsstemcosts
(useofdeatn Dietretated of publiccimatefinance | | $2.1T environment, nearly
non-eancerous chranic pain. 39  goestofood system doububngfood s
: interventions. contribution to 3

w Social Justice Animal
Well-Being

More Ukely to Uve near
factory farm pollution if Land farm animals are

B49%- Black. Hispanic. or More rised inthe US. food

tem, most in factory

Indigenous in North than **

118% Caroling, an example of faming conditions,
haow food pollution 10B  reauring 41% of land
perpetuates inequality. in the contiguous US.

invests tremendous resources in the food system. Collaborating across movements
can strive to shift public investments to advance health, sustainability, social justice, economic resilience, and
animal well-being.

Adapted, with permission, from slide prepared by Farm Sanctuary.

Questions? Ideas?

Christina Badaracco, MPH, RDN, LDN
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Recommended Reading

. . TH o g b e
The Farm Bill: A Citizen's Guide ezl

Farm Law Enterprize reports and
report cards

Bipartisan Folicy Center reports on
improving SNAP

Congressional Research Service and
Government Accountability Office AGITIZEN'S GUIDE
reports

National Sustainable Agriculture
Coalition overview, webinars, etc.

Environmental Working Group subsidy DANIELAMHOFF

database

Farm Action palicy recommendations to | Publisher’s website:

support farmers and improve health https://islandpress.org/books/farm-hill
Discount code for 30% off: WEBINAR

Farm Sanctuary advocacy website

38
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